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atmosphere of Jupiter "is not sufficiently extensive to
interfere appreciably with our measurement of the
planet's bulk, or else the dark belts belong but to a
lower cloud-layer, not to the planet's real surface. *

We have further evidence on this point in the
appearance of dark spots on the dusky belts. These
spots have even been described as black, though surely
their appearing of that hue must be ascribed to the
effect of contrast. Now these dark spots, which have
been seen by Cassini, Madler, Schwabe, Airy, and
others, may be regarded as the real surface of the
planefXunless they belong to a yet deeper cloud-layer),
seen for awhile through openings in the cloud-bed
to which the dusky belts belong. The reader will
not fail to notice here some resemblance to what has
been already mentioned respecting the sun-spots; and
when we come to the third and most striking of the
associated features I am now dealing with, it will be
seen that there may be more in the analogy than one
might at first sight be disposed to imagine.

How far the appearance of small round white spots
on the dark belts may be considered as indicative of
the extent and constitution of the Jovial atmosphere,
it is not very easy to determine. That they are dense
clouds, hanging suspended above the^iusky cloud-layer,
must be admitted as highly probable, but it is open to
question whether they have formed there in the same
way that cirrus-clouds are seen to form at a great
elevation above a layer of cumulus clouds, or whether
they indicate the action of volcanoes beneath the dusky
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